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By l:.lﬂg namad thi Waes “kattha Elen
W A Myer sines 1928, ha's bhad severs] ships.

—

[RFLANES put him to sleep!
Henrty King, long one of Hally-

wind s {amed directors, & G608
of the betber flvers in moviedom's execu-
tive cireles and jrobably pits his Wace
cabin ke to more wée than any ather
cineney fAyer. Yot Henry Eing told the
writer om the set of "Linle O1d New
York" that airplanes “put me (o sleep.”

This is a quecr admission for a man
who Bew 4500 miles last year ) who cove
ered the skyways and byways of the
United States im search of locations for
mation pictures he directed; who few in
the army and who talks aboit aviatiom
with the same enthusiasm that other film
big-wigs discoss race horses.

There is mo caich to this. Henry King
becaime vitally interested in private Hy-
ing befause he wanted a gpood might's
rest]

Let’s go back to 1928 The locale is the
Aero Corporation  field oniside Laos
Angebes. This wae the feld run by &
group of young men, many of whom be-
came leaders in west coast fving.

A fall, well-proportioned man walked
out on the feld, looked over ame of the
planes. He ran his hand over the irim
ship, One of the pilots on the field eved
the vigitor, Here was 2 man who might
want to take a fying course. He cer-
iminly looked both interested smd pros-
perous. The flver wallked over 1o the
visitor, said after a moment “Nice look-
ing baby, mister, and as easy o handle
as & milliomaire’s bankrall,"

FLYING
IRECTOR

by FRANK CUNNINGHAM

When a needed location is hard to find, this mevie

executive searches for—and finds—it by airplane.

“Droes book pretty good,”™ the visicor
admitted.

“How about g hop in herf I'm Les
Flanmigan. 1'd ke glad to take you for
2 ride.”

The visitor smibed, "Thanks, Mr. Flan-
nigan. My pame’s Henry King. Going
up might mot be such a bad [den after
all.”

The pilot booked sarprised. “Henry
King?f Not the Henry King who direcis
all shose motion pictures "'

"M alraid :.lq,lu'ﬂ_- |-i|_l||l
about aking offi™

“Dkay," grinned Flannigan, “IT1 let
yoi m om one thng raght now. When
| FEl you up ahaist 10000 feet, T aban-
]ull'l_'a' will Bt ask yiel fOF @ S<redm
fesi!™ Baoth men laughed,

Up in the atr Flannigan gave his pas-
senper, who saml he had never fown
hefare, *the worke™ The amiable flver
described his |:-|:|I|l|: wilh tlse Elatmosr
of B movie beasty and related & short
histary of aviztion a2 hest he could over
the roar of the motor. To Flanniges's
amazement, the passenger cavght on 1o
hizs “plane falk” sarprisingly guickly.

Well, what

"Say. Mr, E':inu." thee gulist sand  em=
thusiastically, "bet I could sclo you in
three hours!”

The director smiled, *1 woulds't
deubt 5. But I dem't wamt to sela, I
wiant Lo sigepl

LThem Kimg explained to the amazed
pilot why he wanied go ride in the
plame. Hecadse of the strain and nerve
strosg of the picture business, the direc-
tor had found bhe wasn't able to sleep
at nights. A few howrs of restless turn-
ing abount and totsing was all the night
meant to him. Shorthy before the visit
ta the Aerd Corporatsm held, Kimg had
flown drem Flordda ee Havana, That
nght ke Bigal S.'.l_-pl will far the first fTme
i manths, He atieibisted this ehange
ta the new nimosphers. Back o Calbi-
fornia King was called hurriedly to San
Francizco. To save time he few in a
tri-motored Ford. For several mights,
a3 the wind swept through ke Golden
Gate, the director slept s well he must
have recalted Cuba. Buar Coba’s a1-
meosphere and San Francizco's aitmog-
phere aren't simmilar.
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Flying Director
{Comtinued from page ST)
But when King got back to Laos

Angeles, he had as much irouble 2legp-
ing as he'd ever had, Suddenly the
thought cama to him—aieplanes. That
was the solotion, A ride in the clouds
and them, ke hoped, eight bowrs of
slegp, Sa it was that King went to
the somthern Californin Geld and took
that joy ride

Becawse he didn™t want to evince boa
great an enthoeiasm for fying, he told
a “white Ii#” 1o Lee Flannigam when
e said e had mever flown., Back im
1018, King was learning o Ay jor the
United States Army. When the Acms-
tice was signed., King was ready to pa
abiroad as an Army flver. With the re-
turn of peace King left the Army and
rejoined the moebtion psture =1||1|.|.h.|.1':|r. He
had been a director for the American
Film Company &t San Diega when he
had enlisted.

King made sn occaslonal fight up
wntl 1921, Afier that, for seven vears,
ﬂ}'in“ d:-appi‘u.rﬂl from his schedale
Then came a couple of chance flights
and the discavery that flying was better
tham a sleeping powder.

The direcior kepi up his joy rides
with Flannigan, but with the attitude
"I don't give a darn about seloamg.  All
I want is & jov ride and don’t want the
gdditional worry brought on by Arxing
the ship myself”

But King foisnd  that ke so0R Was
landmg tle ship for Flannigan—=just to
show Flanmigan e could do in, of coprse.
Then ane day Flannigan coubdn’t ]{Etp
hes fegilar appaintment for a fRight.
King calmiy took the plane up himseli?

From thes i Klllg was "back”™ in
aviation, Lessen  piled  on Jesson,

FLYING and POPULAR AVIATION

Straight flying was angmented by aero-
katics. *1 wanfed 1o fly the plane under
all conditions,” King explained. =1
wanisd to handle a plane with the sane
confidence 1 handled a car on the high-
way.” And he did. Enthusiastic about
Ayimg. King bought himsell & Travel
Adr, then swapped it for a Waeo and,
cach year of w0, trades it for 2 new
Waoa,

Flying fsn't just a pleasure for King:
it i 3 business foo. A business con-
ducted im a manner that brings the
greatest pleasure. After all, khong can't
direct such hits as “Llovds of London,™
“In Old Chicago,”™ “Jesse James™ “Al-
exander's Ragtime Band™ and “Sianley
and Livingstones™ while trying to think
separafely of aviation, Wisely, he has
fused awvation with motion pectires

When the Fox stuslios were hanbing
locations  for “laghtmng,” the studio
Wad AEy i {ioer tlee Fighn sElhiRE, SoouEls
seoinred  the countryside Fke almanae
galesmen, The late Will Ragera twirled
hds lariad amd waiied for the cameras
to turn. Impatient at the delay, King
said he'd find the location himseli. He
climbed into his plane and headed norths
east. He was back in a few daws with
the location selecied. From the air he
had fommd the ideal spot mear Lake
Tahoe.

Nimce then EKing has heen weing his
ship to fimnd locations for his pictares.
When I'hil Siong's great story of the
mdwedt, “State Fair.,” was to be trans-
lerred to the sereen, hang Hew over the
Sacrammeinbe ".'ﬁl]l':r_ alang The ereeks and
g 1hie Fi:nll\.'fﬂ:'llrlllql 1'i|.'|_'r 1! I.I|'H'\;I|'|I|: .I'-"'"H
hefore he fomad the acflang b wanted
far “Sinte Fale

In “Chwver the HiH” King learned that
the .1ir||'|:n|r||’" i the greatess meedinm dor
finding wnnsual locations. For this film
he had flown np in the Senora coantry.

PREPARE FOR SUCCESS
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The igsened gereoumticnl « niwr 1k The key
eam I aviatsm Loday, ]hv.':ﬂmuﬁl anid prog-
Ficgs cligra] upon hien. AL Tri-State the
Backelor of Science degres s conlerred in 2%
yeare of tramning equivalend o the techmical
work ordmarily ineluded m 4 years of college.
Comrse covigs aifplang dedign, propelleg e
gign, acrelymamices ncludang 1f|u:r1.' of mir=
fenls, stahilay, porformance, eic.) Hghter-than-
air cralt, cngines and all funsdansentals. ABso
stucly and analysis of entire Held of air trans-
portatson. Mom-essimtiale elimimated, Modern

uipmenk, imclali wind-unngl, capable of
m:l MPH air apesd secommdnling 36-indh

—

tist mislel, Convensiml Nying echool Taclities,
Flight irsnieg availobie usder COAA To-
State graduates hokl important positions with
arrlines and masuiscturers in this well-posd
induatry. Special peeparatory department loe
thosy whsa lack required high scheoeod work, Also
wirld-lnmoes Jor technieal 21§ year coursss m
Civil, Elecirical. Mecharacal, Chemical, amd
Hadio Emgmneering. Busipiss Adminsission
argl Accounting. Living costs, tuition low,
Stpdents from 48 stafed fnd many OFEED
cousilriga, Miw terms begim Sepiember, Jon-
sary, March, Jane,

Wrire for catalng roday.

Tél COLLEGE AVE.,

* TRI-STATE COLLEGE ~

ANGOLA, IND,

Juna, 1941

FPeering out af the cockpit be noted
the dirt roads and details of the coumtry-
gide. Thiz information was transferred
to paper and when he went into the
town of Sonorza, King found he kmew
mare sbout the physical layout of the
gtirrounding  territory than the local
druggist or the town editor

“From a plane [ get a scope of the
couRiry 8 Appearsnce that lets me sée
s entire  photegraplic  possibilizies,”
King sald s we lunched on the 20k
Century-Fox lot “Almost as important
as thiz is the fact that I can dfell how
the supplies have to be frapsporied. 1
make a regular chart for the truck and
eguipment men so that they can mini-
mize the effort, time and expense in
getting to the right spot.

“In “Carobima’ we needed scenes of
tobacco fields. 1 took off from Charles-
fon, & O, and, im an hour amd a half,
located the fields that would serve our
parpose, 1§ saved days of seouting over
twe Atales,

lll-l'il]l_-ul;l'l:r. H.'il'.u: whemald know some-
Thing  ab=nse lahacen '||:||||:'-|t|!| kR |4 WAE
born im Vieginda, near Christiansharg,
niot far from Roanoke, Hisg father was
a rallroad sglorney and owned a large
plantation, Hi grandfsther was an ofs
ficer in General Robert E. Lee's army.
Althongh meost of King's ancestors had
heen planters and politicians, he had
other plans. The by show at Hichmond
and Washingion wasn't the type in
which he was inferested. In stock com-
panpes, |_'ir|.'|.|'~||_"f|. hurlr-qul_‘ aid  waude-
wille e gained experience that finally
led him to a place m mofion pictiTes m
the dave belore the Unseed States en-
tered 1he war,

Aomong his early screen accomplish-
ments was the discovery of HBaby Marie
Oisbaene, With ker King acted im half
& doren filme., Then, many readers will
recall his “23% Hours Leave,” the film
that brought 1o Dovglas Maclean a
nationsl comedy reputhtion, King alksa
'||r||.1r||. nsakee famois Richard Barthel-
miess and David Torrence im “Tolable
David” and Eonald Colman in “1he
White Sister.”

As important as hiz star dicaveries
harve been, his discovery of aviation [of
lacation @se has been of vasl valie o
the eereen. "Jesse James" would have
ot had s autheniic ring of the Ozacks
if King hadn't covered the Czark coum-
try in his plane. "I did three weeks'
wark om that picture in thres days,”
Eimg commented.

Far “Little 0Old New Yark” King
flew over practically the entire United
States. Anp awr gurvey of the Sacranyenbs
River showed thaf the sizeany was fi
saited as = substitote for the Iudson
im this ilm. While a river location was
being debated. King and Darry] LSanuck,
in charge of production, had been trying
b hng & £€rEaanm ivpe of eiver Baal. The
-l_||r|_'|'||:-'|'I |r\-:'.i.|'|i||!.e & hosi he fiad BEEf
on the Savanarh river, walked ouj of
?_;."ll-:'l-c'j |_|Ff|l.'|_' g .al'n-lnnrr-u_ “-rw :'lI'T
to the south and found the very boat
ke kad been discussing with Zanwochk.
Imcidentally, his companicn on  this
flight—as on many—was HRobk Wehh,
his first assistant director. Bob didn't
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fly himself, but King—hy the simple
process of letting go the controls—esoan
had Bab handling them, Two days after
returning from the sowthern fAight Bob
was taking flving leasona ard now fies
himsaelf.

Mot long back ot the studlo, King
learned that me location had been set
for “Little C8d MNew York." Fullon's
steamboat had to be fAcabed in scmething
clex hesides a studio bath tub.  Back
acroas the continenl King few, As be
hieaded for Manhattan an & brisk tail
wind, King noted the Susquehanna river
sz he came out of a cloud bank near
Allentown, Pa. Landing af Harrisburg
for a good night's slesp, King the nesxt
marning surveved the river as lar &g
Havre de Grace, Maryland, then awitchd
cver lo the Delaware and flew along It
Then he hewded aeroas Staten Islarnd and
up past Bear Mountain Bridge. After a
time he went down to 1,000 feet over the
waler and leafed through ithe air & he
kept an eager oye groundward.  Sud-
denly he spolied New Baltimore, He cir-
wled the town and a8 he spiraled his ela-
tion soared. Hare was the spot! Here
was the place he had flown across the
cantinent to find. Here was “Little O1d
HNew York!™

It E=n't hard o see how King combines
hils business and his pleasure, The di-
reclor dosan’t make many short haops.
About his only brief jumps are down to
Gus Parrish's airport at Palm Springs
where in the mountain-shaded desert be
likes to spend a fow days rest.

Yol bhe has more dees for his airplane.
He is a member of the sheriff's Los An-
geles County alr patral. Also, he oses
his crafi for “pep™ talks to motion pic-
fure exchanges.

King isn't onp=sided in his knowledge
of the picture business,  Astor-wriler-
director-executive, he alss knows the
technical end, He knows, tea, the bosl-

ness side of the ndustry: the box offies.

FLYING and POPULAR AVIATION

To keep In louch with the studics rales
affices over the natlon, King aften malkes
an adr hop arcund the natlon. If it were
mat for his plane he wouldn™t have time
to wisit all the exchanges, as owen air=
lime trawel wouold be too slow, By using
his own ship, he is able to get arcund.

Dhidly enough, King doesn™t make air=
plane movies, He used a seaplane in a
1819 pleturs ard & plane in “The Cosn-
try Dioctor,” but that absout sums up his
work with aircraft in photoplays. He
thinks airplanss have been misused often
in sereenplaye, with the story too much
ahout & plane and mot enough about the
human characiess themaelves

Maybe some aviatlon eples—like air-
manes—put kim to sleep!

fai]

The Hﬂ.rl'l-ﬂ Builder
(Contimuad from pege F5)

strangly in fawor of less restraint, arpa-
ing that much good wouwld come throagh
private research. In the early ‘208 this
writer collaborated with Blr. Bathbun in
[orming the now-defunct Amateur Alr-
crafltl League, an organization for the
furibeenmes of smaieur airplane oonstrucs-
ton work,

It would be useleas to go deeply inin
the lsues invalved, However, thers wers
twa principal palnts of contention on each
gside. ‘The amateurs held that every
American citizen has the right 1o sork
for his own sdvancement and that Be kas
the right to work for the cause in which
he believes. They pointed owt that nearly
all great discoveries came through the
work of non-professional workers.

That argisment is sound. The inven-
tion of the airplane isell came through
ihe tnkering of & couple of bicyvele-shop
operaters. Thousands of such cases oould
be palnted oot It la & faet that if Baws,
such a3 we now have, always hal been in
effect, we would have no alrplanes,

micheptiem owarfon cenfer
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Baczias e Poirfax Avision
Schaseh, Woe, B e only avia-
#on Pacharich whosl on FAIRFAX
AWPORT n Epriad Chly. Kakiad,

Bemwim fhe Foirban dvis
W i Sdooh e, oHen o
day oad nighl demai laght lry highs
Iy deilied insiracten with pear of
momotal, procticn] eeperiersie,

Yl] “ sh nul_d_ en rnllaT |
FAIRFAX AVIATHIN SCHIONLS

fien Schach, e, offer pou
gossmmend apprased cirerol ond
pircratl vl counea leodisg o
CAR carithicaies. [Tk ko Flo. &8}

Bacoum the Faldog Ada-

T ohaealt, B, depiniag b
et kinad you sasxd o get, besp ond
wisadily adwarcs b e avighos o
s et

Don't Wait! Opportonity is Knecking! Enrall
af FAIRFAX AVIATION SCHOOLS, Ime.,

Fairiax driathon Schols, be. 6,

NOW !
Fairfag Airport, Kamsas City, Namsag

Address

Citr.

Sitake.

June, 1741

On the Government's side the claims
were gimply that the bovs were nof ca-
pabde of building safe aircraff and that
they would have such & bad salety rec-
ard they would hurt public faith in Aring.
Mesi of the commercial manufacturers
took the game view and it all addsd up
o congiderable weight on the zide of the
anti-amplenrs,

As mantioned before, some of the slates
declined to adapl Federal requirements
and amateurs were allowed o continuos
with thelr work, The results on the
whaole, were good. & typleal example was
the development of the Yaies geaslatic
system of comstruction, & strictly amateur
scheme that now i being prepared for
military and commercial produstion,
Thers were a mumber of slmilar |deas
worked out that have proved valuable,

But the Govermment wanted ecomplete
conirol and eventually worked out a
mipthod that did the trick. Basing their
aciion on the fact that commercial air=
lines are engaped in interstate commerca,
the officials decided they had jurisdic-
thon ol everything peclaining to them.
They thereupon bsuwed regulations for=
bidding the Aying of unlicensed aircraft
on or within specified distances of estab-
lishved nirways.

Considering that the esuniry ia cov-
ered with o metwork of such alrwave
there was practically no place lefi whers
an unlicensed ship conld Ay, state lasws
aor no slate laws., That regulation is only
aboul twa years old, buat it has done &ll
that was expected of it. There simply is
na way arouand it

There I3 mo use denying facts. Sandlot
avinton has rum i3 eourse and some=
thing clse will have to take its place.
Under very similar condithors, the radic
abnaleirs a generation ago went on to the
heights,. They worked arcund restealn-
ing lawa and were soon ohead of the
lswenakers, They became ioday's big
names in radio. But history didn't re-
pial Hself this time and whet might have
happened, no one will ever Jonow.

The only sensible thing to do I8 o ad-
mit we have lost and let it go at that,
With the nation trying frantically to arm
itsalf, we are only in the way. We only
wiotld get stepped on.  Maybe some day,
when the world peturns to mormal, things
will b different

To de any more home bullding now is
to waste our time and monsy and risk
pur liberty. The law doesn't like us and
we can't affard stress analyses, sa let's
call the whaole thing off. Tt i hord ta
gay it, but we muast ricge pul the glue
can & hang up the old rlb-Jig for keeps.
It was & bob of fus and no doubt we had
palr msamey s worth,

END

Lockheed via Douglas

SI'I.II‘I"]I'JG time on duralumin tubdng
was slashed from 10 days to 14 hours
and I minules recenlly by Lockhewd
Aireralt Corparation, Burbank, Cal. Bad-
Iy nesding the metal for experimentsl
work, Leckhosd chartered a Douglas com-
mercial transpert to bring 2500 pounds
ol it Irom the Mew Kensington, Pa., plant
where it I8 manofactored,
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