By CLYDE PANGBORN

If any pilot has run the gamut of hair-raising experiences,
he is Clyde Pangborn. He has settled down to the serious
task of 'HigH' angineering, was mmn'l'!',r married in London.

Clyda Edward Pangbore. barmidermer,
et piot, derigner, shent Byar snd widine
pilet, mew iy aresciafed with Sir CanliSe-
Crwan, plers maayfacturar, st Southamp-
tom, Englead, whare ha has baan For the
past fwo yoars a4 conmlting pilet-enginesr,
Bars nesr the Washington shete Bas 43
years ago, he lesmad to fly during the
World ¥War, served a3 [asbrecbor ot Texas
faldi. Tha war ever Ba wanl |Ake com-
marcial aviation, flying the firet airplans
inte tha Yosemile and making mofion
platurss, Ha barsstormed from 1919 wetil
1990 &nd. &5 pariner of Ives B, Gwbes
of Fhe Gater Flying Circur, few from
I 500 felds and carrled more Fhas |0H,-
000 passengers. ln 1931, he spanned thae
glebe with Hugh Hemdon, Jr, flying
non-stop  from  Japsn fo  Waenafches,
Warbkington, He wes third, with Rapcos
Tunar, In the Londos-kiefbourss rece.

EW people kinow what goes on in a

cockpit in those few seconds before o

fatal erash. Part of the stofy maay
be tald by the way the airplare acts in
the air a& & fata] manesuver siaris--by
thie way it acis on the way down—and the
way 11 atrikes the ground, After it is all
over, & body of Inguiry meets and decides
whit propoldy happensd. A theory i e
vanceil hazed on certain facts which have

been broughl cal of ane of the hesrings.

However, there never yet has been an
mnguairy which bas revealed what has been
going on in the braim of & man from
the time he has poiten into trouble Lo
the end, Thie can odily EibEEa Kow MRy
pulols, l.'_H1IH:|1|. in B ciremmstance or a
Aeriey ol eiPcimeans- wheh are new
o them, have lost their power of reach-
ir||,:' an rilelhgenl deciabon.  There 15, itk
the bried instant between the beginning
amil e epl of dissster, a eeed for |'||.1i|'.‘|i
thinking. PBut, meore tham this, there is
the need of a cool head.

I haye been Aying for 21 wvears aml
estimates of the time [ have been m the
zir run do 15,HM) hours. 1 have faced
a greab any cmefgendics, 1 hive benh
caaght im o fog cold enough to o up
iy wingd ﬂ]"iﬁH’ 50 feet ahove & rrilraad
track i Colorade. T have had a girl
5.||'\-||,'||:"||1];|] by aid l;lnl'b{ll"'Hcl"'l‘l exlvihiizom
ar sk type parschote beneath thse amder-
carrikge of my plane—andd T have had the
slick come aut of its socket while flying
wpside down at 000 Feet in o JWN4AD, In
the first case 1 landed on the tracks with
some damage. In the second the girl was
saved by pulling her back into the ship
and in the third 1 mamaged to get the
=tivk hack info i#= =ocker apd right my

k13

I Learned About Flying
From That/ —No.3

The aufhar [|IH'I in shown with Rokces
Furner during the Loaden-Australis rece.

davimg ship hefaripe hikiaiig ofl ey head.

All af these sitpations would  hanve
ended in iragedy fave foe one thing=—I
had am experience at the oulset of ey
career which borned inle my besin the
need for being cahn aml reasoning things
ot in the Face of what, at the rime,
spemied suTe death.

[ was a sorvevor tn Washington and
ldaho when 1 enlisted in the Army, [
had my ground training at Stanford Uni-
versity and in Texas, amnd wonmd sp for
my Right traiming at Lonsks, Arkansas,
I drew for an instrector & man who shakl
ke nmamebeis. We hasled ot & Jenny
and my instruction bogan. [ was always
sketchy., The main reason for Ui was
that my teacher knew wery Hetle more
abpnt flying an arplane than 1 déd—and
[ kmew mothing.

We siombled along through geitle
turis, takeoffs, landings and so-on, until
I was alont ready to solo

“What abont spims? 1

Shall we der a lew

He lpaked &t mive as if T F|||1'||::|‘:l:| R COE

“Why—I baven't dome ‘em myself,”
e padd, Yo get inio one, and you may
ot et aiat,”

“What do you do te get out? 1 asked.

"N ghove wouwr stick forward and you
kick apposite madder—they tell me,” he
sl

S0 we went on with my course, Sying
hgure-ecights and 7208 and making more
landimgs until he fold me [ could aclo,
| pot away with the aole and drew &
shape b start baldmg up bime,  Dhise day

zzked him



£l

I took off, went to 2,500 feel knd decided
that what I needed was some mee, teghi
eights. [ picked a couple of check points
and staried mio them. [ was shallow at
first, gradually steepening the bank umtil
my wings were well-nigh vertical. The
spin came on before 1 knew it [ just
fell oot of a tight lank. The oext thang
I knew, the ship was standing oil 3182 poee
and the pround wasd going aroand &md
aronnd.

My Arsl pction was ong of witer
vimazement.  The ship was dodng some-
thing that [ didn’t waderstand, 1 ler go
af the egtck and geabbed the cowling.
I leoked dewnwsrd, saw ihe geoopd
coming ap and chilled horeor came over
e, At thad poment. | was regdy 19 die
—amd letting myaelf die.  Then, cut o
my panic, cams three simple woeds:

“It's & epan”

A cald power of conirel CRENE OVEFR e,
Ta this day 1 can't explain it excepl b
say that the fact 1 was on my way o
death receded entirely from my mind and
with it went the panic, T ook the stick
:.Ehi“. The H:r|'||:|I|| whE - sl |.l.'|'|i:||||:_'
wildly and was much closer,

Thei and thers, I stuck my head dawn
imside the cockpit. [ hegan talking to

myseli_
“What was i —— = tald me ahouwt
spans T mekeed,

“You pusl the stick forward.™

I thoved the stick forward

“And what else?”

“You apply apposite redder.”

I did that.

The spim stopped asd 1 was diving.
I pulled the stick back and beveled off—
oot more than 20 feet above the gronnd.
[ Booked down. Mechanics and pilots on
the held were looking up at me. A crash
attibulance was streaking across the fGeld.
Down below they'd figored me for a
w il.l:'-l'lﬁ 4

| i ardienic]  sodbe  mGEe, l wenk
back up and did a few clghts and then
caine im and anded. 1 was bawled oxnt
for searing the bovs on the ground. Na
body But myseli ever knew that [ had
heen staging a bout with death with my
head inside the |'|'||'l:|'r:it. |-|H'.|ri||.|; what to
do with my hands and my fect.  From
that time on 1 went into spins again and
apain, kkxkmg my=elf out and mever again
was 1 afraid.

f conrse, it was Jucky that [ was at
2500 when [ swrted spinning. 1 I'd
een at & thousand, they'd stll be dig-
Hjll_g e o, Bl the lessen which |
learmed—and  tbe  lesson  which  has
taken me througl 15000 heure of Bying
—is 1o kesp oa grip on vourseli, Unbes:
yaur ship is falling apart and vou laven’)
a parachute, there’s always a way out if
you stap to give the matter some thought.
As [ said in the beginning we can only
puess whir goez on inzide a cockpit
leefare a fagal aceident and trying to Rg-
ure what the pilot bad in hi=s mind is
EVEH o0 I-.'|1:-‘r Bist, even beimg charitahle,
WE can poil 1o finmhesless cases where
pilods apparently have lost their beads.

As 've poanted oat, time after time in
[ater yedrs l've been in jams. And, al-
wiyd, my mind has tarned back En that

[ Conrinwed om page B

Bossy Goes Air-Minded

VERYDNE at Flaoyd
Henmeil akrport, near
New Work Ciy, pob a
surprige wnd o laogh the
Members of
thee: Mpvy aviation sguoad

thes davy.

warmt  inilk The
ppafently go1 the
deriusy, what with

ing o watch airplanes

comie &l go Clak after

day Erosn her mdy g

PantiEre oo kg ey

she let her better judg-

ment go bang and ambled throogh the
pastire fenee out onio the sy airport’s
comciehes  apeomn. There was Erexl com
sternatiom armdmg -|ir'-:'1;|'|g |Ii|i.'|l:$ optil a
band of MNavy enlised men camght wp

with Boasy,
ffatiered by all the atieniion for she
hobmobbed with the bovs and even set

She apparently was wery

up the drinks. It was a fairly sad ma-
ment when Bossy™s owner arrived

Darned Clever . . .

DIMVE seen that old esaying abou
the Chimese, There must he somes
thing to it. all right, for they [-.H_-Iw: i he
cacky Japs for guite some time with
“aquadrons” of fake airplanes like that

pectured below. Jap aerial ohservers
spotted what they thought o powerful
Chiness air hate and dispatched bombs
ers. Mot far from the fake air base,
though, was a real ame.
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firad almost fatal moment when [ startesd
10 @ tie picces anid to give mysell ap 1o
thie wndertaker. 1've faced what ['ve
bt 10 face and 've always ||u|mr:_\.'|l.

I ey case, there wiean 1 bines lor any
particular schooahng m remamang calim
HII| I-|.'|||||.||1||£ ] '|||H-I-1|:-|| ke
limariome which nright
face yon ax you fly .1.I--|||. and figure oat
exacily what you'd do inm a cold, calm
manmer. Dmagine vourself having a mo-
tor failore on a dark night.  Waich vour
altimeter, reliase vour Aares, aljust your
-|H|-I"}' beelt anmd ride it down. The watch
vy melor fall i, YWimir  tail [aa]
Yeng il ag leveld ||:|' prillang voue

WwWay 10

heRey,
MR b yomr sboemach as vou St ||_l.-
g backwards, The tail sialle and o
and yol Cofkc doven tlial WhHY.
harnstorming deys | kaew & devil-may-
care fellow with a calm bead whe lost his
iscar at 1S [eei

cvver 8 Blickly papan-
lated] toown,  He pode ghe ship down on
its dail e a vacant kot beiween dwo
leialhiogs and walked away from  Ehe
crash with his passenger. He told me
Ester that |1l had repsomed out the per

lariance of s shep im the hrsp sec .'\.|||:|
Lhat e meyver hest oomteal—amd that he
T 1 h
with lidim for gnore

il the ['d Nevan with

himn fos Yeare, flew
venrs afted 1hat,

and hellese by was 1211-

| img the wruth

| miwl [ 1k kept my heas,”

“I'd figared it out oie f5me i iiy Dl
i e 1ald me.
"Frgmeing them ot 54 8 ghomhish pras
time, but it helps meed emergpencies, [r
helpedl this piknd. Howeyver, mosl jim-
pertant of all, he didn't give way 10
npnieniary panic or he'd have washed
himnself et just as T wenill have 'y
pften woanlered what |I.|||'\-|.'|||'|| I cerlRin
palets 1 kpew wha got imto iwonlbdk
s’y el o, Umeodnelmad to think they
losi their ealmes-ss just when 1bey needed
it neosd, It iz mormal and mmst

b wisiiibnd

against
”"" FaL r.u.||. NPT E R Wpesn Yonar Faile
I i you '.'|'I|' !-\.ul.- i ES

wesain of eviry I|-r|| ty when von need

them mast, 10 i oy, niy hrst experi-

emnce tampght nee, the chances aro

whelmingly in your  favor, Lase

hend and they're sl agnimet i,
EXD

Y ER-

hasiils

Almost Beat erghh

i I.!.III"I'I f Pariin 1L

clanr for :..l'li||||
freguenily T s failiiee b i
Eventually

Cadiitional hackers were
tliserF Fieks, |i||.||'|:\.

Lannom wias gosdeml
ke the con-
dandls  gave

WAFY al |'||.--

. 1 dlErperaimoi, Lan-
et rerlized the yenture had 1o be shan-
esnal, AErange
ered froin 115 foumds v Wl posion with
a honet &l placed o o weilng flai car.
W des departure Pltiehuargers drew a
aigh, a sugh 1|I.i|'\.|e||'|! with reliel &
nedd &l then the fown settled down ta
the businese of harvesting §its yam crop.
EXD

The maclime was love-

I'hi: mext step came saon after ke laaked
hie second air mechawic's exam.  {He
whs oo zure this time of labrication sys-
tems aml brakes amd instruments; they
were featured m the exam.)  Spmebody
tald hime he was dizrated az Epecialist
3th Claz=. A bit worried, he found the
rumeae fo be frue, ot found he had also
been prometed fo Private Fiest Class,
Well, amit phef sameihmg!  T'wo ypears
and & “P.F.C*" volomg way iromi the
jop Bist wtib] climbmg fight alomg with
the st of them

At her
ghied
el R

He was
il Solwnd |'|i|.|;|||'.|||_l\.'

ila ¥, Ht

Al s
m the Tech
H==tghg auadron ol thiee vacan-
fose bijg ¢
ot the conveiicnce of the Gov-
and re-enbisted for (heee VA

B Vauni was ¢lis-

e, i
.':l.'l:'!.e'1'||
ermment”

T many nieen, with shor service left
hadl daken the course amd then not re=
klantkly Fay and Allosances
P&Y
kartar Sergmant §1%8
Firet or Teshnicsl Sergessd L]
Skaff Sergeard 72
Sergeant 54
Cerporal . |
Private Fird Clams =0
Peivale 3

*HMus from $3 fo $10 o 1li'|| hald a
spoolalht’s ratiag.

EXTRAS
Boprd, enflormi, medical atfenbion:
Air bachasied:

it claas got S5,

2nd class gak §7.

H nof am air machenic, may get 50 par
aunt swire pay whan on duly megeinieg
Bights.

Top thres qrades gt quartess i marded.

Fer svary four pesn’ service, pay i n-
craaind fiva par canl [E4a8 !-Irg-l-lﬂ wikh
0 :flil'll wrvice gk f90].

vislzned, leaving the Alr Corps a loser,
somie factary or airline rhe gainer.  The
Snmadran Commander called shem in bee-
fare the three of them lefe in an Army
tramsport plane for the school in [Tlinos
Hoped they'd be o credot b the s soen
§ they'd retarm B0 fime soes @il
And more

||:;.;|..:|.'I'
TREMEE.

thinne it The hangare
Croil |l.||.'|..I CLE.

Tam,

Mechanics

1ot e first coaple of months,
enralled in the MArrplang

el led ar e iwseicingbie metl-
ol of working to which he had become
acemstomel

cines for ome
Wa it

[T TR

Trouble shosting on on-
Here it was a scienee
I'lve 1astriciGrs were
19 Al doi-conis, e watehdad shen
liaal warelseil
"'h.'-lll_'\.': Wl yeasn'l near s T ieet in his
1echmigue, Tot
Mime months [ater, graduation certifi
i the lid of his runk
in the old sgoadroa.
New men coming from the squadron t
the sehon]l wlhakbe he wad there had pre-
{Contingrd cu pame 87)

T Fnss

el e closely thain 178
soenbn Pedlizeil

Ccals '|li|'\-'.l\.'l\.1 im=ide




	193907_PopularAviation-1
	193907_PopularAviation-2
	193907_PopularAviation-3

